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TABLE 1: Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong Goals (NCCAS 2014, 10)

Components of Artistic Literacy Philosophical Foundations Lifelong Goals

The Arts as Communication

In today’s multimedia society, the arts are the media,
andtherefore provide powerful and essential means of
communication. The arts provide unique symbol systems
and metaphors that convey and inform life experience (i.e.,
the arts are ways of knowing).
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PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS AND LIFELONG GOALS

Artistically literate citizens use a variety of artistic media,
symbols, and metaphors to independently create and
perform work that expresses and communicates their
own ideas and are able to respond by analyzing and
interpreting the artistic communications of others.

Realization

The Artsas Creative Personal

Participation ineach of the arts as creators, performers,
and audience members (responders) enables individuals to
discoverand develop their own creative capacity,
thereby providing asource of lifelong satisfaction.

Artistically literate citizens find at least one arts discipline
inwhichthey develop sufficientcompetence to continue
active involvement in creating, performing, and responding
to art as an adult.

Connectors

The Artsas Culture, History,and

Throughout history the arts have provided essential means
for individuals and communities to express their ideas,
experiences, feelings, and deepest beliefs. Each discipline
shares common goals but approaches them through
distinct media and techniques. Understanding artwork
provides insights into individuals’ own and others’ cultures
and societies, while also providing opportunities to access,
express, and integrate meaning across a variety of content
areas.

Artistically literate citizens know and understand
artwork from varied historical periods and cultures, and
actively seek and appreciate diverse formsand genres
ofartwork of enduring quality/significance. Theyalso
seek to understand relationships among the arts, and
cultivate habits of searching for and identifying patterns,
relationships between the arts and other knowledge.




Components of Artistic Literacy Philosophical Foundations Lifelong Goals

TheArtsas Means to Well-Being

Participation in the arts as creators, performers, and
audience members (responders) enhances mental,
physical, and emotional well-being.

Artistically literate citizens find joy, inspiration, peace,
intellectual stimulation, meaning, and other life-enhancing
qualities through participation in all of the arts.

The Arts as Community
Engagement

The arts provide means for individuals to collaborate and
connect with others in an enjoyable inclusive environment
asthey create, prepare,and shareartwork thatbring
communities together.

Artistically literate citizens seek artistic experiences and
support the arts in their local, state, national, and global
communities.

The Arts as Profession

Professional artists weave the cultural and aesthetic
fabric of communities and cultivate beauty, enjoyment,
curiosity, awareness, activism, and personal, social, and
cultural connection and reflection. This fabric strengthens
communitiesasawhole, enhancesthe lives of individuals,
and inspires the global community.

Artistically literate citizens appreciate the value of
supporting the arts as a profession by engaging with the
artsand by supporting the funding of the arts. Some
artistically literate individuals will pursue acareer inthe
arts, thereby enriching local, state, national, and global
communities and economies.






